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Activity 1 – Business is Booming

Read the newspaper article Business booming at Vancouver Port and answer
the following questions.
1. How many people work in the port? 

2. How much cargo was handled in 2000?

3. How much more cargo was handled in 2000 than previously? (in millions of

tonnes)

4. What are the ports major exports?

5. Who is responsible for regulating the port and the various business that

lease the waterfront land?

6. Where is Canada’s largest port?

7. Fill in the blank spaces on the following table. The first commodity is done

already.

Export Change in Percent %
(+for Increase – for decrease) Total exported

Wood +6% 6.1 million tonnes

+12% 13 million tonnes

Wheat

Canola -2%

27.6 million tonnes

+slightly 9.9 million tonnes

Potash

Sulphur

+12%

Petroleum 3.1 million tonnes
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Source: Vancouver Courier, February 11, 2001
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Activity 1 - Business is Booming (Answers)

1. How many people work in the port? 10,000

2. How much cargo was handled in 2000? 76.5 million tonnes

3. How much more cargo was handled in 2000 than previously? (in millions of

tonnes)  6.5 million tonnes

4. What are the ports major exports? Coal, wheat, and containers

5. Who is responsible for regulating the port and the various business that

lease the waterfront land? Vancouver Port Authority ( a crown agency)

6. Where is Canada’s largest port? Vancouver

7. Fill in the blank spaces on the following table. The first commodity is done

already.

Export Change in Percent %
(+for Increase – for decrease)

Total exported

Wood +6% 6.1 million tonnes

Grain +12% 13 million tonnes

Wheat +26%  8.5 million tonnes

Canola -2% 3.3 million tonnes

Coal +2% 27.6 million tonnes

Fertilizer +slightly 9.9 million tonnes

Potash +15% 3.9 million tonnes

Sulphur +4% 5.4 million tonnes

Chemicals +12% 2.6 million tonnes

Petroleum +7% 3.1 million tonnes


